MIDDLETON PARK  VIEW POINTS WALK

On a good day, Middleton Park has some excellent vistas to the north and east overlooking Leeds and
with views of the Ferrybridge and Drax power stations in the distance. This walk starts at the Visitor
Centre and goes via the old meadow to the first view point on the relandscaped ground above Broom
Colliery. From there, down towards Park Halt, and up to the clearings for more vistas of Leeds. From the
clearings the walk goes to the site of where Middleton Lodge stood, and Nick's View. Thence back to the
Visitor Centre. A pleasant stroll round some of the park. The notes below give some feel for the park and
its history.
Broom Colliery
The first main view point is on the hill above Broom Colliery. After the colliery closed in 1968 the spoil
heaps were levelled and the low valley was infilled with waste and then landscaped up to Newhall Road.
Just the other side of Newhall Road used to stand the pit village of Nova Scotia. It was finally demolished
in the early 1950's. Coal from Broom Colliery was taken away on Middleton Railway into Leeds. This
Railway was first built in 1758 as a horse drawn waggonway, under the first ever Railway Act of
Parliament. In 1812 steam locomotives were used to replace the horses. These were the world's first
commercially successful steam locomotives. Coal was hauled along the railway until aprox. 1960, when
the railway line was taken over by volunteers and enthusiasts. Just near Park Halt, is the site of the
original Belle Isle pit village. Originating in the 1700's, it was finally demolished in the 1950's.
The Clearings
Originally the “Clearings” were just part of Middleton Woods. But aroundabout 1865, Francis Tetley bought
the Middleton Estate, and this area of the woods was cleared of trees, presumably to be sold for timber.
After being cleared, the land was possibly used for pasture or hay.
After Leeds City Council took control of the park, in 1920, the clearings were used for various sports and
entertainment events. In June, 1933 Sir Alan Cobham's Flying Circus held an air pageant here. A Handley
Page airliner which was being used to give flights to the public, hit a downdraft while coming in to land,
and, skimming just above the ground, either a wheel or tail skid caught two boys, Fred Smith aged 12, and
Leslie Taylor aged 8, who were killed. By 1939 the Clearings had 6 cricket pitches, 6 football pitches and
3 hockey pitches which were all affected by the establishment of a wartime searchlight station and two
listening posts.
There are no mining remains on the surface in this area. Millions of years ago this land, and the coal
seams underneath, dropped below the level of the surrounding areas and the seams are at a much lower
level. These were mined by deep mining in the 19th and 20th century from pits to the north and south.

Middleton Lodge

Middleton Lodge was built for Charles Brandling in about 1760, probably to a design by architect James
Paine. It may have been built on the site of an original manor house dating back to 1202. The Lodge was
sited at the highest point in the area with views over Leeds, but more importantly it could be seen from
miles around as a display of wealth and importance.
Originally Georgian in style, it was
altered several times. The
photographs show it as a Victorian
mansion. In 1865 it was noted as
having a yard with a bacon room,
man's room, knife and shoehouse,
henhouse, coal yard, brew house
and laundry. A stable yard had 2
living rooms, saddle and harness
rooms, stabling for 6 horses and a
double carriage house with fireplace.
There was also a cockpit for cock
fighting within the House. When
Charles Brandling died childless in
1826 he left huge debts and
following the death of his nephew the
estate ended up in the ownership of
the Middleton Estate and Colliery
Company. Members of the Maude
family, who were major shareholders
in the company, continued to live at
the Lodge until 1933.
The Lodge then became the Golf Course club house, but after the new club house was built in the 1980's,
the empty Lodge suffered years of vandalism and had to be demolished in 1992.
Nick's View
This new seating and viewing area has been built to enjoy the view that the Lodge would have enjoyed in
earlier times. On a good day the views to the north and east are excellent. The name commemorates Nick
Rose, who served as chair of the Friends of Middleton Park before his untimely death.
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